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8. Turn right and follow along the top of the 

�E�D�Q�N�����$�V���\�R�X���Z�D�O�N���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���W�K�H�U�H���P�D�\��
be seasonal cattle fences to cross.

 �1�R�W�L�F�H���W�K�H���V�W�U�L�S�V���R�I���O�R�Q�J���O�R�Z���¿�H�O�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W����
These are the remains of a very early enclosure 
movement that took place during the reign of 
Elizabeth I. This leads away from the sewage 
works and follows the top of the embankment 
of Heckington Eau and here one gets a sharp 
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���Z�K�H�U�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���¿�H�O�G�V���J�L�Y�H���Z�D�\���W�R��
cultivated fen land. The embankment offers a 
great vantage point to view the landscape and is 
the perfect spot for birdwatching. 

9. Stay walking along the bank of the 
Heckington Eau until you get to the section 
where to your left you can see the Car Dyke 
���5�R�P�D�Q���F�D�Q�D�O�����M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���+�H�F�N�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���(�D�X����
At this point turn right and go down the 
steps, across the bridge and follow along the 
footpath which carries straight on.

 The historic man made Car Dyke, dates 
from around AD125 and runs from Lincoln to 
Peterborough. At 76 miles it is the largest known 
Romano canal in Britain. The land around 
Heckington forms the edge of the fens and is 
�W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���¿�U�V�W���P�D�G�H���X�V�D�E�O�H���E�\���W�K�H��
Romans who may have devised a drainage 
system based on the Car Dyke. After the fall 
of the Romans in Britain the systems were 
neglected and it wasn’t until the Drainage Acts 
of 1764 that the restoration of the lands back to 
agricultural use were back in operation.

10. Continue to your right, over the dyke passing 
�W�K�H���I�D�U�P���R�Q���\�R�X�U���U�L�J�K�W����

 The trees in this area provide valuable nesting 
grounds for many birds including owls.

11. Follow the track to your left round a slight 
bend. 

  (For a shorter route: at this point where the 
track bends to the left go straight on and 
continue down the track along Star Fen where 
it will bring you back out on to Littleworth 
Road. When you reach the road turn right 

on to it and walk along the verge following 
the road back into Heckington. You can then 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P��
�.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G���E�D�F�N���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���E�U�L�G�J�H���D�W���S�R�L�Q�W��������

���������:�K�H�Q���\�R�X���F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�R�D�G���F�U�R�V�V���R�Y�H�U���L�W���D�Q�G��
continue following the public footpath signs 
�D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G����

13. At the copse of trees turn right until you 
�P�H�H�W���D���P�H�W�D�O���J�D�W�H���R�Q���\�R�X�U���O�H�I�W�����*�R���D�U�R�X�Q�G��
the gate taking you over the dyke then turn 
�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���U�L�J�K�W�����7�K�H���G�\�N�H���L�V���Q�R�Z���R�Q���\�R�X�U��
�U�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���W�R���\�R�X�U���O�H�I�W��

 There have been many suggestions as to 
the origins of Heckington’s name. One of the 
Domesday spellings was ‘Eschintume’ – place 
of Ash, around this part of the walk you can see 
many remnants of wooded copses of Ash. 

14. At the end of the footpath turn right (the 
�K�H�G�J�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�Q���\�R�X�U���O�H�I�W���D�Q�G���¿�H�O�G���W�R���\�R�X�U��
�U�L�J�K�W�����D�Q�G���Z�D�O�N���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���K�H�G�J�H�U�R�Z���D�Q�G��
continue until you are in front of the bridge 
�R�Q���/�L�W�W�O�H�Z�R�U�W�K���'�U�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���D���P�H�W�D�O���J�D�W�H��

���������*�R���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���N�L�V�V�L�Q�J���J�D�W�H�����W�X�U�Q���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G��
continue to the road then turn left and go 
over the bridge back into Heckington on to 
�.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G�����&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���D�O�R�Q�J���.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G��
around the bend to the right.

16. Continue along this road until it bends to the 
�O�H�I�W���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���9�L�F�D�U�D�J�H���5�R�D�G��

17. Follow the road round to the right onto 
�&�D�P�H�U�R�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���W�X�U�Q���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\��
left onto Eastgate. Continue along Eastgate 
until you reach a crossroads.

 On your left is the high 18th century red brick 
wall of Heckington Hall. It was constructed in 
1870 around an older farmhouse by William 
Little, the inventor of sheep dip and co-founder 
of the illustrated London News. Many famous 
contributors to the magazine stayed at the house.

18. Turn right at the crossroads onto the High 
Street and continue along the footpath until 
�\�R�X���D�U�H���E�D�F�N���D�W���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���*�U�H�H�Q��

������ �:�H���E�H�J�L�Q���R�X�U���Z�D�O�N���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�D�U���S�D�U�N���R�Q��
�W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���*�U�H�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�R�U�Q�L�V�K���J�U�D�Q�L�W�H��
�:�D�U���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���E�H�K�L�Q�G���X�V�����7�K�H���1�D�J�¶�V���+�H�D�G��
public house with its stories of Dick Turpin 
�W�R���R�X�U���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�G���E�U�L�F�N���$�O�P�V�K�R�X�V�H�V��
�E�X�L�O�W���L�Q�������������E�\���+�H�Q�U�\���*�R�G�V�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�L�F�N��
and needy, in front. All, including the red 
�W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H���E�R�[�����D�U�H���*�U�D�G�H���,�,���O�L�V�W�H�G���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���� 
 
�&�R�P�H���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�U�S�D�U�N���D�W���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�� 
�*�U�H�H�Q���D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q���U�L�J�K�W���R�Q�W�R���&�K�X�U�F�K���6�W�U�H�H�W����

 �6�W�����$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���&�K�X�U�F�K���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�Q�H�V�W��
complete examples of 14th century decorated 
Gothic architecture and boasts a rare Easter 
Sepulchre. The Grade I listed Anglican church 
was built in a traditional cruciform plan. The 
steeple was built in 1360 and was rebuilt 
in 1888. The churchyard has an interesting 
gravestone to a sailor from HMS Centaur who 
was murdered in 1853 for money he had been 
seen to possess. His murderer was caught, tried 
at Lincoln Castle and hanged within 9 days. 

2. Walk down to the end of Church Street 
where the road bends to your right, this 
leads onto Cowgate. 

 Behind the iron gates on the corner stands  
The Manor House. It was originally called 
Boston Garth and was home of the Botolph 
family in the 12-1300’s.

3. Continue along Cowgate and go straight on 
�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�U�R�V�V�U�R�D�G�V���R�Q�W�R���.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G����

������ �+�D�O�I���Z�D�\���D�O�R�Q�J���.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���S�X�E�O�L�F��
�I�R�R�W�S�D�W�K�����N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���7�K�H���(�O�P���+�R�O�W�����W�R���W�K�H���O�H�I�W����
turn down this and continue until you take 
a right turn. This will lead you back onto 
�.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G�������7�K�L�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���G�H�W�R�X�U���W�D�N�H�V���\�R�X��
�S�D�V�W���V�R�P�H���V�W�D�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G���F�D�Q���E�H���R�P�L�W�W�H�G���L�I��
�\�R�X���S�U�H�I�H�U���W�R���M�X�V�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z���.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G������ 

������ �&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���R�Q���.�\�P�H���5�R�D�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���E�U�L�G�J�H��
where it will lead you over the A17. This 
section of the walk you will need to walk 
along the grass verge on the right hand 
side of the road. 

 �7�K�H���¿�H�O�G���W�R���\�R�X�U���O�H�I�W���L�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�R�F�D�O��
tales of ghosts and mysteries. At the turn of 
the century local children scared each other 
with tales of a Mandrake growing here. The 
Mandrake, the root of a plant known as the 
Devil’s Lily, took the form of a man and was  
an important basis for most black magic spells. 
When the root is pulled from the ground it is 
said to scream for the devil and if it is pulled 
out at midnight will deafen anyone who hears. 
�7�K�H���¿�H�O�G���L�W�V�H�O�I���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���µ�7�K�H���:�D�]�]�O�H�U�V�¶���E�X�W��
disappointingly this name turns out to be the 
�V�X�U�Q�D�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G��
at the time of the Enclosure Movement. In the 
�¿�H�O�G�V���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�L�V���U�R�D�G���\�R�X���F�D�Q�����D�W���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�L�P�H�V��
of the year depending on crops, still see the 
�P�H�G�L�H�Y�D�O���¿�H�O�G���P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�V���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���W�K�H���S�O�R�X�J�K��
marks, with the headland as well as the Ridge 
and Furrow markings intact.

6. Continue along the road until you see a 
public footpath sign pointing to your left. 
�&�O�L�P�E���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Z�R�R�G�H�Q���V�W�L�O�H�����2�Q���\�R�X�U���U�L�J�K�W��
�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���I�D�U�P���Z�K�L�F�K���T�X�L�W�H���R�I�W�H�Q���K�D�V���K�R�U�V�H�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G�V��

 Behind the farm lies the earthworks that formed 
part of the moated site of Winkhill Manor. In 
medieval times the manor was an important 
settlement. Over the years many Roman and 
Anglo Saxon pieces of pottery have been found 
in the area.

7. Along the top of this footpath is Heckington 
water works. Follow along the grass 
�I�R�R�W�S�D�W�K���X�Q�W�L�O���\�R�X���F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���G�U�D�L�Q���D�W���W�K�H��
top of Heckington Eau bank. 
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