Places of interest to visit nearby
42 High Street, Eagle Lincoln
LN6 9DG Telephone: 01522 868676
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Birch Lea Café
Newark Road, Swinderby, Lincoln
LN6 9HN Telephone: 01522 869293
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North Kesteven District Council Heart of Lincolnshire

Jubilee Farm
A52

Oaklands Retreat
Moor Lane, Swinderby LN6 9LX
Telephone: 01522 868861
www.oaklandsretreat.co.uk

Whilst great care has been taken in compiling this information into this leaflet, North Kesteven
District Council cannot be held responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations contained within
it. The inclusion of an establishment within this leaflet does not imply any official recommendations
by North Kesteven District Council.

Walk Location

Though Tunman Wood was planted
with coniferous trees by the Forestry
Commission from the 1940s, there
are still areas dominated by native
species including ash, beech, birch
and oak.

Public Transport

For more Stepping Out walks, further information on local attractions or
accommodation, please call or visit:
Sleaford Tourist Information Centre, Money’s Yard, Carre Street,
Sleaford, Lincs NG34 7TW Telephone: 01529 414294
Email: tic@n-kesteven.gov.uk www.heartoflincs.com
Download all the Stepping Out walks by visiting www.countrysidenk.co.uk
www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk
www.visitlincolnshire.com

Walk
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Two walks through woodland and
open countryside around Thorpe on
the Hill and Tunman Wood.

Starting Points
W1

W2

Junction of the public footpath
and Main Street in Thorpe on
the Hill. (Grid Ref: SK 905654)
The Dovecote Public House Car
Park, off the A46.
(Grid Ref: SK 890631)

Parking
W1
W2

There is no designated Stepping
Out Car Park
Dovecote Public House Car Park

For information call the Traveline
on 0871 200 22 33 or visit
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/busrailtravel

Walk Length
W1

Tunman Wood is recognised as
being ancient woodland – an area
where specific plant species are
found, which is rich in biodiversity
and provides habitats that support a
diverse plant, bird, and insect
population. Tunman Wood has also
recently been selected by
Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership
as a Local Wildlife Site.
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Walk Facts

Tunman Wood is a 132.23 acre area
of ancient woodland at Eagle
Barnsdale, just outside Thorpe on
the Hill, Lincoln, and is one of the
southern most points of the wildliferich wedge of countryside that runs
right into central Lincoln. The wood
was bought from Lafarge Aggregates
Limited in February 2009 by a
partnership made up of Lincolnshire
County Council, North Kesteven
District Council and Lincolnshire
Wildlife Trust to ensure continued
access; safeguard the current
Stepping Out walk; and to provide
future opportunities for developing
conservation activities.

W1 Distance 2.8 miles/4.5kms W2 Distance 3.8 miles/6.1kms
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ECS5890RT 2009

43 High Street, Eagle
Lincoln LN6 9DG
Telephone: 01522 868212
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A46 Newark Road, Swinderby, Lincoln
LN6 9HN Telephone: 01522 868749

Thorpe on the Hill, Lincoln LN6 9BH
Telephone: 01522 681241
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and Tunman Wood
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Eagle Post Office and Stores
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19 Fosse Lane, Thorpe on the Hill
Lincoln LN6 9BE
Telephone: 01522 681467
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Halfway Farm Motel
Feathers Garage
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Meadow Lane, South Hykeham, Lincoln
LN6 9PF Telephone: 01522 686432
www.hallfarmhouselincoln.co.uk
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Halfway House, Newark Road
Swinderby, Lincoln LN6 9HN
Telephone: 01522 868206
www.the-dovecote.com
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Accommodation

The Dovecote
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Refreshments

Station Road, Thorpe on the Hill
Lincoln LN6 9BS
Telephone: 01522 500495
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Whisby Nature Park, Moor Lane
Thorpe on the Hill, Lincoln LN6 9BW
Telephone: 01522 688868
www.naturalworldcentre.com
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The Railway Inn
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Natural World Centre

Stepping Out

A607

Doddington, Lincs LN6 4RU
Telephone: 01522 688581
www.doddingtonhall.com

A15
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A1133

Doddington Farm Shop & Cafe

Introduction

B1398

The Struggler Inn

Telephone: 01522 694308

B1241

Doddington Hall & Gardens

Go Stepping Out!

W2

2.8 miles/4.5kms in length and
should take 1 to 1½ hours.
3.8 miles/6.1kms in length and
should take 1½ to 2 hours.

Type of Walk
Two circular walks, with stiles through
open countryside and woodland.

Ordnance Survey maps
Explorer 271 and Landranger 121
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Thorpe on the
Leave the village on the public
footpath leading off Main Street,
and follow it through a gate, over
a stile and into a paddock. Look
for a stile on the far side of the
paddock.
Go over this second stile and
turn left onto a farm track,
bordered by a hawthorn hedge.
Follow it past a young plantation
of native trees and onto a field
edge path.
Follow this path as the way
markers take you across the
dyke, after which keeping the
hedgerow on your left. Keep a
sharp eye out for the numerous
hedgerow birds to be found on
this walk including finches,
buntings and a variety of tits.
After approximately 360 metres
you will meet a junction with a
way marked path leading right
towards the edge of Stocking
Wood. This gives an alternative,
shorter walk back to Thorpe on
the Hill. To follow the shorter
route take this path to the
junction of paths at the edge of
Stocking Wood where you rejoin
the main route at Point 8. To
follow the longer route continue
straight on towards the now
derelict Housham Wood Farm.
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Before reaching the house follow
the path to the right, alongside
a hedgerow, and head towards
the wood for approximately
300 metres.
On reaching the track on the
edge of the woodland, continue
on, keeping the wood to your
left, until you reach a track
leading off to your right into
Stocking Wood.
Turn right onto this path and
walk through Stocking Wood, a
narrow strip of woodland with
oak, ash and field maple. At the
edge of the wood you will meet
a further junction of way
marked paths.
Turn left along a track where a
glance to your right will reveal
Thorpe on the Hill becoming
visible on top of the rise. The
shortcut at Point 4 rejoins the
route here. Follow this path for
about 500 metres, until you reach
a gateway leading onto a
green lane.
Turn right onto this pleasant tree
lined lane, bordered by
hedgerows, and walk up the
gentle hill back to Thorpe on the
Hill. At the top of the rise, follow
the track through the yard of
Home Farm, onto Station Road
and follow the roadway
rightwards, back into the village,
to return to your car.
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North

Whisby
Naure Park

Reproduced from OS Mapping with the permission of the controller of
HMSO c Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes crown
copyright and may lead to civil proceedings. OS Licence 100017926.2009

W2
Please note, between
October and January
there may be shooting
activity in and around
Tunman Wood.

This corner of North Kesteven, once known
as the ‘Soke of Eagle’ is geologically
distinctive. Here, to the west of Lincoln, the
curve of the Liassic clay vale is terraced
with gravel deposits. Settlements were
established on these terraces and so parish
boundaries do not follow the classic
grid-iron pattern.

This north-western corner of North
Kesteven was once dominated by the
Knights Templar at Eagle Hall and
there were Templar granges (tied
farms) at Morton,
Swinethorpe and Eagle
Woodhouse.

Thorpe on
The Hill
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Tunman Wood

Home Farm
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Housham Wood Farm
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Wildflowers need light to survive.
Denser conifer plantations tend to
be poorly populated with
wildflowers, plantlife at Tunman
thrives in the open rides, margins
and woodbanks. Primrose,
bluebell, water avens, dogs
mercury, wild arum, red campion
and celandine can all be seen.
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Key
Car Parks
Thorpe on the Hill Walk
Tunman Wood Walk
Alternative Stepping Out Route

Tunman Wood

1.1.
1 Leave the car park at The
Dovecote Public House and
follow the bridleway towards the
woodland ahead. The bridleway
is bordered by hedgerows and
6
surrounded by fields and
scattered woodland.
2.2 Continue straight along this track
for just under three quarters of a
mile passing the cottages, farm
buildings and Morton Grange, all
in the hamlet of Morton. Beyond,
the track continues out into open 7.7
fields until it reaches the edge of
Tunman Wood where you will
see a gate.
3.3 Pass through the gate and follow 8.8
this path along the edge of
Tunman Wood until you reach a
small group of cottages. On your
right you will see a large gate
leading onto a track which enters
Tunman Wood.
4.4 Take the stile to the side of the
gate and follow the path through
the wood until it emerges back
into open fields. Walkers are
asked to ensure they keep
closely to the path. To enjoy a
walk around the wood look out
for an alternative route which
leads off to your right as you
walk through the wood.
5.5 As the path emerges from the
woods, turn right, keeping the
wood on your right until you
meet the junction of pathways at

Stocking Wood. The footpath on
your left leads to Thorpe on the
Hill, however to continue this
walk, go straight on, following the
edge of the woodland.
At the corner of the wood take
the right hand pathway, following
the edge of Housham wood, and
look out for a way marker
pointing out across the fields
(approximately 350 metres from
the corner of the wood).
Follow the way marker left and
keep to the clearly marked track
across open fields towards a
small area of trees.
Continue left around this
plantation and follow the farm
track to rejoin the bridleway
where a left turn will take you
back to The Dovecote Public
House.

Many of the paths have been
provided by the goodwill of local
landowners. These are marked by
Highways Act signs. No special
permission is needed to use these
paths, but walkers are asked to help
to ensure a continued welcome by
only using the waymarked paths and
keeping dogs on a lead. Where
paths cross pasture young stock
may be present. If you have a dog
with you please make sure it is
under firm control in these
sensitive areas.

